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'Stupidity is far more important than conspiracy.' Molly Ivins on the lessons of history. See her column below.
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"Let the people have the truth and the freedom to
discuss it and all will go well."
William T. Evjue,1882-1970, founding editor and publisher

Kasten

Kasten sided
with deficits

With the general election campaign for U.S.
Senate just getting under way, prognosticating
at this stage is risky business. But one thing
seems clear enough:

If President Bush is in trouble in Wisconsin,
as he appears to be, then so is Republican Sen.
Bob Kasten, whose career in the Senate spans
Bush's career as vice president under Ronald
Reagan and then president.

Kasten was swept into of-
fice on the Reagan-Bush coat-
tails in 1980, and remained
steadfastly loyal to both. Hav-
ing been happy to be identified
with their initial popularity,
he now will have a difficult
time escaping the public's dis-
illusionment and disgust with
the direction the country has

taken under their reign, particularly with the
economy.

Kasten signaled last week that in his race
against Democrat Russ Feingold, he'll try to put
some distance between himself and Bush. He
pointed proudly to the one major issue on which
he parted from the president: Bush's signing of
a major tax increase in 1990.

The trouble with that tactic is, the tax hike
was the only act of political courage that Bush
has displayed in his four years — the one re-
sponsible thing Bush has done to try to address
the mounting federal debt that is strangling the
economy. The budget deficit this year, already
close to $400 billion, would be vastly higher
without the extra revenues and the spending

, limits that were part of the agreement between
Bush and Congress. Kasten voted against it.

Signing that agreement was political poison
for Bush, because he'd assured the electorate in
no uncertain terms ("Read my lips") that no tax
increase would be needed. That was dishonest,
and he's paying the price now.

Kasten, who backed every deficit-laden
budget submitted by Reagan and Bush, now
seeks to evade responsibility by pointing out
that he voted against a measure needed to
ameliorate the damage. He'll have to do better
than that.

A champion
of the people

If ever there was one person who epitomized
what honesty and integrity are supposed to
mean, Harland Everson was that man.

Mr. Everson died Friday at the age of 75,
leaving the thousands of people who knew him
with a deep sense of personal loss.

During his 75 years, he
made an enormous mark on
local and state government.
His farm in southeastern Dane
County was the love of his life
and the struggles that family
farmers must endure were a
major reason that he decided
to run for the Legislature back

___ in- 1970.
During his 12 years in the Assembly, Mr.

Everson became a consistent voice for rural
concerns and he worked to achieve several law
.changes that have served to help the family
farmer and other small-business people
throughout Wisconsin.

He was also a newspaperman and a darn
good one at that. He and his wife Helen and, in
more recent years, daughter Diane built the
Edgerton Reporter into one of the most re-
spected weekly papers in the state. He was also
behind Diane's forays into new newspaper-re-
lated ventures that put their Edgerton business
on the cutting edge of the industry.

We at The Capital Times were particularly
fortunate to have known Harland Everson dur-
ing his many years of service, both as a legisla-
tor and as a newspaper publisher. Above all, he
was a champion of the people, a defender of the
powerless.

Our heartfelt sympathies go out to his widow
Helen and daughters Diane and Carol.

While their husband and father will be terri-
bly missed, they can be forever proud of the
contributions he made.

Everson
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Face it: Buck stops at Bush

Ivins

ST. LOUIS, Mo. —
The interesting
thing about being on
a college campus is
that the questions
come from such
unexpected direc-
tions.

There I was hold-
ing forth on the
sorry litany con-

cerning the current state of the
economy. I talked about the
whole disaster of the '80s — tre-
bling the national debt, cutting
taxes on denies while spending
$2 trillion on the military, the
concentration of wealth at the
top, the squeezing of the middle
class, the increase in poverty,
the decline of family income, the
deficit, the loopholes bought
with campaign contributions, the
savings and loan debacle, the
pending banking crisis, the de-
cline in savings, the trade deficit,
the interest payments.

You name it. I deplored it. All,
I instructed, the unintended con-
sequences of the folly of voodoo
economics.

Whereupon, some bright kid
in the audience hopped to his
feet and proceeded to demand
why I didn't think the people in
charge knew exactly what they
were doing, that they intended
all of this to happen — drive
down wages around the world,
destroy unions, concentrate
wealth, etc. In sum, wasn't it all
a conspiracy?

Noam Chomsky figured in
there somewhere, a sure sign we
were not talking conspiracy-nut
scenario in which the Bavarian
Illuminati or the Trilateral Com-
mission or some group with a se-
cret handshake controls the
world.

Nope, this is the sophisticated
conspiracy theory (sometimes
hard to tell from certain lefty
analyses) in which a class of peo-
ple, united by economic self-in-
terest, acts in concert to shaft
the rest of us.

I wish I did believe that. It
would be such a relief to think
the people in charge knew what
they were doing, even if they
were bent on mischief. But it

seems to me one of the chief les-
sons of history is that stupidity
is far more important than con-
spiracy in determining man's
fate. Simple dumbness, along
with luck, chance and accident,
runs well ahead of conspiracy in
the causation category.

Take your S&L mess, un-
leashed by the Garn-St. Germain
bill. Now former Rep. Fernand
St. Germain was on the take from
the S&Ls, and Sen. Jake Garn
was in their pocket. But did they
expect their little deregulatory
bill to wreak the havoc it did? Of
course not.

The fools believed that if we
would only get the dread govern-
ment regulations off the back of
the S&Ls, the free market would
work its magic, and all would be
well. The editorial page of the
Wall Street Journal (which was
part of the self-named "cabal"
that foisted supply-side econom-
ics on an unsuspecting nation)
memorably endorsed the Garn-St.
Germain bill as "the cheapest
solution" to the S&L problem.

So did the S&L lobby, while
agitating for deregulation in
1981, plan to stiff the taxpayers
with a half-trillion dollars' worth
of bad debt? Of course not —
they too were stupid enough to
think their only problem was
government regulation.

One of the interesting things
about people who have real
power is that they too feel help-
less, in the control of larger
forces. Lyndon Johnson, presi-
dent of the United States, genu-
inely felt powerless to end the
war in Vietnam. (Which brings to
mind the answer given by the
then-senator from Vermont to
the classic question: How do we
get out of Vietnam? "In boats.")

Remember Harry Truman's
gleeful prediction when Eisen-
hower took office: "Poor Ike,
he's going to snap out an order
and actually expect something to
happen." Presidents always feel
cribbed, cabined and confined by
contradictory political forces —
can't move too fast on this, or
that will happen; can't do this
because that backlash will de-
velop.

Well, if guys in positions like
that feel helpless, who the hell is
actually running things? They
are. History has to hold those
with power accountable for how
they use it, or history makes no
sense at all. Lyndon Johnson
may indeed have felt belea-
guered — surrounded by resent-
ful Kennedy holdovers, snotty
Eastern intellectuals, generals
who lied to him, people who kept
telling him there was light at the
end of the tunnel.

But history says that was
Lyndon's.war, and history holds
him accountable for it. One ac-
quits the man of malign intent —
ignorance, insecurity and bad in-
formation were enough — but
the 58,000 Americans who died
in vain in Nam are just as dead
as if Johnson has been a wicked
man.

Before we all sink into gloom
over the burdens of history,
let us review the recent

frisks and jollifications brought
to us by our political theater. Lo,
the splendid sight of George
Bush posing as Harry Truman.

Bush, outlining the similari-
ties, claims they were both small
businessmen. Oh barf. Harry
Truman went broke in the haber-
dashery business: George Bush
came to Texas with a $200,000
loan from his family, mostly his
daddy, who worked for the
Rockefellers. With the $200K
and Hugh Liedtke for a partner,
Bush built Zapata Oil, which he
sold in '65 for $6 million, which
was not small bidness in the mid-
'60s. Give us a break.

Those heavily addicted to
irony are also relishing Bush's
denunciations of Clinton as a
"straddler" who "tries to have it
both ways on the issues." How
many issues can you name on
which George Bush has straddled
or is straddling now?

Molly Ivins is a columnist
for the Fort Worth Star-Tele-
gram.

Sound Off!
RECYCLING "Last Thursday J Mad a 1)ad
ntv I VLiiiu experjencc vvith a recycling
crew. This happened in the Sunset, Village area
on the west side. I heard the truck and looked
out to see they hadn't taken our bag. They were
only at the next house so I grabbed the bag and
went chasing after. The man who was collecting
the bags saw me and grinned, but jumped back
in the truck and it speeded off. The same thing
happened at four more houses, the truck speed-
ing off just as 1 reached them. Finally I got so
frustrated and angry I aimed the bag at the
open side of the truck and threw and fortu-
nately it went in. These young punks need to be
reminded that ordinary people like me pay their
salaries and if they can't do their jobs right I'm
sure there are many ready and willing to take
their place."

INSURANCE "Persons in jobs who are sup-HiOUilnliVrEi p()rte(] by OUI- lax monies re-
ceive competitive wages and in many cases
above average wages. Therefore I think they
should pay their own health insurance or at
least part of it and that includes teachers and
school administrators. I think that would help
alleviate the runaway taxes that we're experi-
encing right now."

• • •
"State employees do not get health insur-

ance for nothing. I am a state employee and 1
pay my fair share of my premium."

TpACTIf* 8AM "'> too> am a commuter onllUtrril/ JHIfl West Badger Road Monday
through Friday and have experienced the traf-
fic jam in the Sommerset area. One day there
were seven school buses on both sides of the
street, namely Mayflower, Evergreen, Verona,
HeadStart, MetroRide, Metrospecial for high
school kids and the poor regular Metro bus
trying to pick up regular passengers. I was held
up for 20 minutes as were the rest of us. 1 feel
the school buses should be stopping at the cross-
ing where crossing guards have control of the
traffic. It's a wonder a child has not been hit by
a car when I see them running in all directions
back and forth across the street with no regard
for safety."

POLICEr V1.IVE. sick and tired °
ajjout the overworked Madison

Police Department. I woke up at 3 a.m. one
morning last week and saw some subjects hiding
in my back yard behind some bushes. When 1
called the police, they said someone would be
right out. I turned on my police scanner to see
what would happen and when the dispatcher
gave out the call, the officer said since no de-
scription was given they would not be respond-
ing. ] don't like this callous attitude that the
Madison Police Department has and I don't even
feel safe in my own home anymore."

"' love tne squirrels and I like
to watch them and God gave

the world squirrels and he also provided food
for the squirrels. Some of these people that set
traps for the squirrels are taking away the en-
joyment that other people have in watching the
squirrels and feeding them corn and peanuts
and such stuff for them to eat. I think it's a
very cruel and mean thing for these people that
set these traps."

SCHOOLS "^ '^e '° see a '°' more atten-
tion being paid to our schools in

the media. We've got gang activity on the Sun
Prairie side of the county, we've got gang ac-
tivity on the Middleton side of the county and I
don't want Monona, Madison or Dane County to
turn into another Milwaukee and Milwaukee
County. That seems to be the way we're head-
ing."

TOBACCO "The Person tnat called and saidv they ought to make it a law to
stop growing tobacco in Wisconsin, well, use
your brains. What do you wanna do — stop
growing potatoes, tomatoes and what have
you?"

If you want to comment about a current
issue, just call "Sound Off" at 252-6434 and
tell us what you think. Please speak clearly
when leaving your message. Comments
must be brief and kept to a single topic.

Plain Talk DAVE ZWEIFEL

Some center foes don't want a fair fight
The "Sound Off" caller
last week said it better
than anyone.

He or she pointed out
that County Supervisor
Tammy Baldwin, the
winner of the Demo-
cratic primary in the
78th Assembly District,
and Independent Mary
Kay Baum are both

against the Frank Lloyd Wright
Monona Terrace convention center
and will be facing each other in the
general election come November.

(The caller forgot to mention that
the Republican primary winner, Pa-
tricia Hevenor, is also staunchly op-
posed to the plan, which means that
the center won't be an issue in the
Assembly race anyhow — as if it
ever should have been in the first
place.)

"In your face, Dave Zweifel," the
caller roared, proving again tha t for
many of the anti-center folks it's
really only a political game and has

absolutely nothing to do with the
merits or demerits of the proposed
structure.

As I said in an earlier column that
accused Baldwin of cynically using
the convention center as an issue in
her Assembly campaign, I respect
and fully understand that there are
legitimate arguments against build-
ing the Wright structure.

What rankles me, though, is the
deceit and often outright lies that
some of the anti-Monona Terrace
people feel obliged to use in their
zeal to kill the project.

There's local lawyer Ann Fleisch-
li, for example, who delights in
spreading rumors in her unique
venomous way that the center will
eventually sink into the lake.

Fleischli, who has a history in
this community of opposing any
project, is apparently unaware that
Frank Lloyd Wright is famous for
designing the first earthquake-proof
building in the world. I think his de-

sign can withstand the evil winds
and waves that frequent our own
Lake Monona.

And then there's Baldwin herself,
who in a reply to my original column
said she couldn't justify the state
putting $21 million into the project
when there are so many hungry peo-
ple and other needs facing society
today.

Indeed there are countless needs
that must be addressed and no one
knows that better than those of us at
The Capital Times.

But Baldwin surely knows that
the state money earmarked for the
convention center cannot be used for
other purposes. First, the bulk of it
isn't really being "spent" by the
state at all. It is up-front money that
will build the parking facilities and
eventually be repaid by those who
park there.

The remainder, about $3 million,
is money that is restricted for im-
proving municipal parks around the
state. If Madison decides not to use

it, some other state community wil l
get the money for its parks.

N ow if those who want to repre-
sent Madison's 78th District in
the Assembly think the people

ought to give up what amounts to
one-third of the cost of a convention
center, money that will not come
from the onerous property tax, then
that's their business. But let's be
honest and not pretend that the $21
million can be used for some "high-
er" purpose.

Unfortunately, though, there's a
crowd out there that would rather
stick it "in your face" than even
consider what some well-intentioned
people feel a Frank Lloyd Wright-de-
signed convention center can do for
all of Dane County.

Dave Zweifel is the editor of
The Capital Times.
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