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Third party candidate runs 
uphill in 26th Senate race
By Mike Dorsher
Wisconsin State Journal

independent candidate Andy 
Heidt isn’t just challenging Demo
cratic incumbent Fred Risser and 
Republican Curtis Brink in Madi
son’s 26th Senate District, he’s tak
ing on the two-party system.

Both parties share the blame for 
making Wisconsin’s tax system 
work better for the rich than the 
poor, Heidt says. And in a local ver
sion of trickle-down economics, he 
says, Democrats have colluded with 
Republicans on public funding for 
the proposed Monona Terrace con
vention center and a new Milwau
kee Brewers stadium.

The Legislature’s four separate 
caucus staffs amount to “dirty trick 
machines,” Heidt says. If he’s elect
ed, he’ll ask for his own indepen
dent caucus staff.

He also would convene a ‘‘com

munity caucus,” composed of activ
ists on issues such as tax reform, 
child care, universal health care 
and organic agriculture.

“ I think it’s really important to 
expand the terms of the debate,” he 
says. ‘‘If I got there, the state Sen
ate would never be the same.” 

But Heidt, who has twice been 
elected to Madison’s City Council, 
admits ifs  unlikely he’ll unseat 
Risser, a 36-year incumbent and 
president of the Senate since 1979. 
Risser says ifs  even more unlikely 
Heidt could get anything done if he 
was elected to the Senate as an in
dependent.

‘‘Third-party candidates, no mat
ter how good they are, cannot ac
complish much in a two-party sys
tem,” Risser says. ‘‘He or she can 
have the best idea in the world and 
ifs  not going to go anywhere.” 

Risser knows, he says, because his

Key issues Brink Heidt Risser
Abortion rights Support Support Support ,
24-hour wait before abortion No No No
Target property tax cuts to homes No Yes Yes
Expand school choice program Yes No No
Let tlW academic staff unionize No Yes Yes
Let UW faculty unionize No Yes No

father was the last third-party mem
ber of the Wisconsin Legislature. 
Fred Risser Sr. won a Senate seat in 
1936 as a Progressive and remained 
there until 1948, finishing as the par
ty’s lone state officeholder.

‘ He used to tell me he could cau
cus in a telephone booth,” Risser re
calls. As a legislator, Risser says 
his father was “ one of the best,” but 
even he couldn’t get anything done 
outside the two-party system.

When it comes to third-party 
legislators, “ I know more than 
Andy Heidt knows,” Risser says. 
“ You have to work within the sys
tem and change the system from 
within.”

Heidt has a lot of respect for 
Risser, saying he must have “ a 
good heart” to devote over half his 
life to public service. But Heidt re
mains undaunted by predictions of 
his demise. Peppering the Isthmus 
with “ Heidt!” yard signs, he plugs 
along like a low-budget, long
haired, liberal Ross Perot.

“ I don’t know if I ’m going to win 
or not,” he says, “ but I know I 
couldn’t win if I wasn’t on the bal
lot.”

Heidt believes he will get more 
votes than Brink, a Republican who 
entered the race just before the fil
ing deadline in June. Brink has been 
almost invisible, tucking his cam
paign around the corners of his life 
as a full-time graduate student, 
part-time father and building con
sultant.

Brink calls this year's campaign 
“ a learning experience.” If there’s a 
next time, he’ll start earlier in 
order to raise more funds and hire 
at least one staff person, he says.

Brink has raised $341 and spent 
$336, according to the latest reports 
to the state Elections Board, his ex
planation being that a lot of Repub
licans contributed to Michael Chris
topher’s big push to defeat Risser in 
the Democratic primary.

Risser withstood that challenge, 
winning 56 percent of the vote, but 
in doing so spent his entire cam
paign war chest of nearly $60,000. 
He expects to win the general elec
tion by spending between $5,000 
and $10,000 more, running no TV or 
radio commercials and without any 
support from 'Christopher or Madi
son Mayor Paul Soglin.

For the future, Risser is holding 
out no encouragement to those who 
hope this w ill be his last four-year

Curtis Brink
Age:

M r  Personal: Lives
rn ^  in Madison. Di-
m ■  vorced, two chil-
■ -rn w, A drenrn* J H  Occupation:
W  i Graduate stu-

dent, builder 
Political experi- 

( 1 p i ence: Lost in
1980 Republican 

primary for a west Madison state 
Assembly seat.
Other public service: None listed
Education: Bachelors from UW- 
Madison and now working on a 
master’s in real estate investment 
analysis at UW-Madison.

term in the Senate. Although he has 
buried his aspirations for Congress 
or other higher office, Risser says 
he can hardly wait for the begin
ning of the next legislative session 
— and the next and the next — as 
long as his health remains good.

Andy Heidt Fred Risser
Age: 31
Personal: Lives 
in Madison with 
partner, Nancy 
Jean Bradley. 
Occupation: 
Dane County 
juvenile court 
worker.
Political experi
ence: Madison

City Council member since 1989. 
Other public service: Community 
Development Block Grant Commis
sion, United Refugee Services, 
United Way Joint Needs Assess
ment team.
Education: Bachelor’s in political 
science from UW-Madison.

Meanwhile, Heidt is biding his 
time, saying it cannot hurt to keep 
his name before voters. According 
to the latest reports, he has raised 
$3,426 and spent a few dollars more 
— enough to pay for a few off-beat 
radio commercials and yard signs.

which should be reusable if he runs 
for the Senate again.

In any case, don’t look for Heidt 
to run under the Democratic or Re
publican banner anytime soon. “ It 
would be easier to win,”  he admits, 
“ but tougher to sleep.”

State focuses workers on the poor
Associated Press

Local Wisconsin governments 
dedicate more workers to programs 
for the poor and elderly than most 
states, while employing proportion
ally fewer for jails, courts and pub
lic health, a report says.

Higher education and libraries 
also are high priorities in Wisconsin 
compared with other states, based 
on the federal census study, which 
measured total state and local em
ployment per 10,000 population.

As a whole, state and local gov
ernments and school districts rank 
33rd among the states and District 
of Columbia in full-time employees 
per 10,000 people, the report said.

State government ranked 43rd, 
but paid its full-time employees 
about 16 percent more than the na
tional average, about $3,000 more a 
month. Government experts say 
that reflects in part the high num
ber of higher education profession
als in the state.

Local government employed an 
estimated 377 workers per 10,000 
people, the 16th highest in the coun
try. Average pay was below that of 
state government workers and at or

below the national average for 
local employees.

James Morgan, president of the 
Wisconsin Taxpayers Alliance, a 
private, non-partisan research or
ganization, said he wasn’t surprised 
by the report.

Wisconsin has less patronage hir
ing than other states and long has 
provided most government services 
at the local level, Morgan said. The 
study also reflects Wisconsin’s com
mitment to education, he said.

State Revenue Secretary Mark 
Bugher said that, given the state’s 
reputation for providing high levels 
of service at all levels of govern
ment, the overall ranking of 33rd for 
number of employees reflected well 
on the efficiency of government 
workers.

“ We have a long tradition of a 
high quality work force, and I know 
that sounds corny,” Bugher said 
“ There is a commitment to doing 
more with less here.”

The census report analyzed gov
ernment payrolls for October 1991. 
Figures for local government em
ployment are based on a sample of

municipalities.
Other findings include:
■ Only four states ranked higher 

on employment for public welfare 
programs, defined as including pub
lic assistance, nursing homes and 
care institutions for the poor.

New York, New Hampshire, the 
District of Columbia and Alaska 
topped Wisconsin.

■ The state was ranked eighth in 
employment in higher education, 
13th in libraries and 24th in instruc
tional employees in elementary and 
secondary schools.

■ Wisconsin was in the bottom 
IO on employment for corrections 
and courts. Morgan said the state’s 
relatively low crime rate may help 
account for that. Bugher noted that 
state government had recently 
stepped up its prison construction 
to fill a need.

■ The state scored low on work
ers dedicated to public health and 
pollution control (41st) and natural 
resources (32nd), including fish and 
game, land management and con
servation.

Officer sentenced 
for sex bribes

ELKHORN (AP) — A former 
Darien police officer who authori
ties say sought sex-related bribes 
from more than 120 male victims 
was sentenced to two years in

prison.
Donald K. White, 36, a police 

officer for l l  years, pleaded guilty 
to charges filed in 1991. He was 
sentenced Monday by Walworth 
County Circuit Judge James Carl
son for third-degree sexual assault.

The prison sentence is to be fol
lowed by five years’ probation for

felony misconduct in public office. 
The convictions were White’s fourth 
and fifth on charges involving sex- 
related misconduct

A Walworth County Sheriff’s De
partment report said White sought 
sex-related bribes from an average 
of 12 male victims per year during 
his 11-year career.

Take the Prescription 
Price Challenge!

We proudly provide service for

Physicians #Plus HMO
and HMO Wisconsin ECPA. and WPS

Just stop by or call and ask us 
for prescription price quotes! 

You’ll discover how low 
our prices really are!

$5 Cash Back 
Prescription Guarantee
lf you paid less for a prescription 
somewhere else, bring your 
prescription back to SnopKo 
Pharmacy to be refilled*. W e ’ll 
gladly fill your prescription, 
matcn the lower price, plus 
give you s5 in cash.
Not including coupons & sale items Proof of purchase from 
local pharmacy within the last 60 days required ‘ O u r pharma 
cist will contact your physician for prescription authorization

PHARMACY
2602 SHOPKO DRIVE (ABERG AVE.) MADISON 249-6919
7401 MINERAL POINT ROAD, MADISON ....................................................... 833-6622
2101 WEST BROADWAY, MONONA 222-2066
2201 ZEIER RD.. MADISON......................................................................................246-4233
Store Hours Mon thru Fn 9 a rn to 9 p m ,  Sat 9 a m  to 6 p m ,  Sun 10 a m  to 6 p rn

IS THIS YOU?
How many times have you been told 
that you can’t wear contact lenses 
because:
• You have astigmatism
• You have too high a prescription
• Your eyes are dry and too sensitive
• You need reading glasses or bifocals

The truth is 90% of all these 
people CAN wear contact lenses 
comfortably and with good vision.

MADISON CONTACT LENS ft EYE CLINIC
We specialize in complex contact lens fitting. Call us and get a 
FREE consultation to determine ^  o  t
if contact lenses are right for you. ( O U O )  Z 4  I  " 3 7 3 7

3868 E. WASHINGTON AVENUE (Near East Towne Mall)

77th Assembly district
Madison
Wards 2>-’37; 39^68 a

Lake Monon*

Lake Wirtgra

Town of Madison

76th Assembly district

Fitchburg
Wards 1 ,3,4

26th Senate district

Middleton
Wards 2, 3,4,

78th Assembly district

WSJ graphic

Age: 65 
Personal: Lives 
in Madison with 
wife, Nancy. 
They have three 
grown children. 
Occupation: 
State senator, 
attorney.
Political experi
ence: State

Senate since 1962, state Assembly 
1956-62.
Other public service: State Histori
cal Society board, Historic Sites 
Foundation board, Disabilities 
Board.
Education: Bachelor’s and law de
gree from the University of Oregon.

SYLVAN WILL.
Sylvan learning Centers'"arc a group of 
neighbors xxi educational centers, offer
ing everything from remedial reading and 
math to enhanced study skills. We test in 
order to pinpoint the specific areas in 
which your child needs help. And we attack 

the problem with an 
individually designed 
program. Positive 
motivation, friendly 
encouragement, an 
experience of success 
right from the start, 
and a certified teacher 
who provides individ
ualized attention make 
all the difference.

S Y L V A N  L E A R N IN G  
C E N T E R *  P R I X , R A M S

Reading

Math________________

( LI AR W riting'"

Study Skills 

Algebra

College Prep SAT AC I 

Readiness
1*189 Nvtvaui I r a n  un# < a  nj* *rai h m

Sylvan
Learning
Center

I leaping kids do better*
271-8485 

6441 Enterprise Lane 
Madison, WI 53719
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