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Lake Monona Waterfront

Today’s presentation includes:

• Madison and Lake Monona
• Previous planning efforts
• Master Plan Design Challenge 
• Committee formation and role
• Team selections
• Project schedule and next steps
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First Nations and Pre-European Settlement 

University of Wisconsin Cartographic Laboratory, courtesy of David Mollenhoff



Madison Today

Lake Mendota

Lake Monona

Capitol Square

UW Campus



Lake Monona

Lake Monona



Lake Monona

Lake Monona



Capital City Trail and Lake Loop

Lake Mendota



Current Challenges

Lake Monona



Previous Planning Efforts

University of Wisconsin Digital Collections



Madison: A Model City

University of Wisconsin Digital Collections

University of Wisconsin Digital Collections



Previous Development Plans



Private Advocacy
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Lake Mendota
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Planning Area

Lake Monona Waterfront – Planning Area 



Lake Monona Waterfront – Planning Area 



Law Park and John Nolen Drive



Lake Monona Waterfront – John Nolen Drive Causeway

Master Plan Scope



Lake Monona Waterfront – Olin Park 



Lake Monona

Olin Park

Olin Park Facility
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Lake Monona Waterfront – Planning Area 

JOHN NOLEN DR CAUSEWAY



Lake Monona Waterfront – Preliminary Report 



Lake Monona Waterfront – Preliminary Report 



Lake Monona Waterfront – Preliminary Report 



Monona Terrace Community and Convention Center

Courtesy of KEE Architecture

Expansion Concept

Expansion Concept



Lake Monona Waterfront – Request For Qualifcations
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City Council resolution authorizing the 
Design Challenge

• A City-appointed committee will select three, multi-
disciplinary planning teams to participate in the 
challenge

• Teams will have 14 weeks for plan development

• Following plan development, the City will hold a public 
review and comment period

• The Ad-hoc Committee will then select a preferred 
master plan option to move forward into plan 
refinement



Design Challenge Format

The Lake Monona Waterfront Design Challenge includes six 
stages in two phases:

Phase 1:  The Design Challenge
1) Selection of Design Challenge Participants by the Lake Monona Waterfront 

Ad-hoc Committee
2) Master Plan Development
3) Public review of Master Plan submissions
4) Selection of a Preferred Master Plan by the Lake Monona Waterfront Ad-hoc 

Committee

Phase 2:  Master Plan Refinement and Introduction
5) Refinement of Preferred Master Plan Option per recommendations of the 

Lake Monona Waterfront Ad-hoc Committee.
6) City of Madison Common Council and Board of Park Commissioner reviews 

for adoption



Design Challenge Format



Lake Monona Waterfront Design Challenge

Design Challenge Guiding Principles
• Master Plan Vision

• Racial Equity and Social Justice

• Sense of Place

• Community Connections

• Lake Access

• Sustainability

• Public Space

• Public Art

• Education

• Economic Opportunity

• Design for Philanthropy



Lake Monona Waterfront Design Challenge

Lake Monona Waterfront 
Ad-hoc Committee

7 – Community Representatives
1 – Member of the Board of Park Commissioners
1 – Professional Civil/Structural Engineer
1 – Member of the Madison Parks Foundation
1 – Member of the Monona Terrace Board
1 – Member of the Friends of Nolen Waterfront
1 – Member of the Board of Public Works

*One of the above also a Professional Landscape Architect
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Lake Monona Waterfront 
Ad-hoc Committee

Members:
• Aaron Williams – Board of Public Works
• Allen Arntsen – Friends of Nolen Waterfront
• Andrew Stevens – Community Representative
• Chandra Miller Fienen – Board of Park Commissioners
• Claire Schaefer Oleksiak – Madison Parks Foundation
• Cristina Carvajal – Community Representative
• Janice Rice – Community Representative
• Judith Karofsky – Monona Terrace Board
• Maria Sobrido – Community Representative
• Natalie Erdman – Community Representative
• Rahel Desalegne – Professional Engineer
• Rajan Shukla – Community Representative
• Zang Vang – Community Representative
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Received submissions to the Request for Qualifications



Lake Monona Waterfront Design Challenge

Committee Evaluation Process

Review and score 14 Responses to RFQs based on the 
following criteria:

• Alignment with Guiding Principles
• Quality of master plan deliverables
• Project feasibility
• Responsiveness to public engagement
• Overall vision 



Lake Monona Waterfront Design Challenge

Committee Evaluation Process

Interview 5 highest ranked teams (virtual)

Score interviews
• Team organization
• Transportation
• Water quality
• History
• Appeal to diverse users
• Biggest challenge
• Similar prior projects
• Overall interview performance
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Teams selected to participate in the Design Challenge by the Ad-
hoc Committee 

• Agency Landscape + Planning

• Sasaki Associates

• James Corner Field Operations
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Video presentation
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Agency Landscape + Planning
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Agency Landscape + Planning
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Agency Landscape + Planning
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Sasaki
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Sasaki
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Sasaki
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Sasaki
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James Corner Field Operations
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James Corner Field Operations
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James Corner Field Operations
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Project Schedule
We are here

14 week plan 
development phase

Public review
Refinement of 
selected plan

Committee evaluation 
and selection
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Public events for fourteen week plan development phase

Design Challenge Kick-Off
Monday, October 3, 2022 @ 6:00 pm CT
Madison Central Library, Rooms 301-302, 201 W Mifflin Street

Design Challenge Check-In
Monday, November 7, 2022 @ 6:00 pm CT
Monona Terrace Community and Convention Center, Lecture Hall, 1 John Nolen Drive

Design Challenge Master Plan Presentations
Thursday, January 26, 2023@ 6:00 pm CT
Olin Park Facility, 330 E. Lakeside Street



Friends of Nolen Waterfront

Friends of Nolen 
Waterfront

P.O. Box 259173
Madison, WI 53725-9173

608-512-1330
lakemononawaterfront.org

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__lakemononawaterfront.org&d=DwMFaQ&c=byefhD2ZumMFFQYPZBagUCDuBiM9Q9twmxaBM0hCgII&r=1nyUV-jkWcCgzKaMGyaeA-yjast2YIk_6dghfjzqg9E&m=fYUgM8XFTdOsgeDOYG3TxOAGaT3ZjCNEBxUTN5_ZeEUGpUIp15LFrOdi7x3pysIz&s=Rn3VmdYLDAYFhQg5sDlgaPG6srhqTlXEQFlLp8ffOjM&e=

