
July 25, 1989

Joe Brusca

Laurie Egre

Truax Air National Guard Fire Training Site
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In December of 1988 the Department received a report titled "preliminary
Assessment, 128th Tactical Fighter Wing, Wisconsin Air National Guard, tr,r"xField.n Thls report was prepared by PEER Consultants, and covered property
currently owned by the Air NationaL Guard. Ttre PEER report recommended nofurther action on two old fuel spills. I drafted a rerpo.,se stating that thefuel spills needed further investigati.on, which could be done at the sane time
as the 33 on site USTs (age fron 4 co 38 years) were being evaluated. I also
asked for addltionat infornation regarding ttre alrcraft wishlng area and theoff site fire training area. ; " - , .:, a .

Prior to finalizing ny letter I contacted Dave Benzschawel, City of Madison
Engineering. He advised that the Department of Defense had contracted with
Envirodlme Engi.neers for another report to study envirorrmental impacts atproperties currently and formerly owned by the National Guard IOOO haa
supplied the Envirodlme Report to rhe city, but not to rhe Departnent). r
obtained this report from the Army Corps.

The fire training area was used by the nilitary, che City of Madison, Dane
County, and other local fire departments up to L987. It ls located. about onehalf rnile north of the Truax landfi1l. ,

Waste fuels and solvents were burned on the ground for fire training purposes.
Over 2500 gallons of waste flauunable'per year was disposed of this way Uy *renilitary alone. The burn area is still clearly visible. Monirorlng welisinstalled for the EnvirodSme Report show hearr5r'netal contamination (cadnium,
chromir:m, lead) in excess of enforcement standards and VOCs (benzene, toluene,
tetrachloroethylene, trlchloroethylene, vinyl chloride). Ttre report also
indicates that contamination exists at the abandoned Jet fuel storage atea,
and at the old Town of Burke lilastewater treatment plant. Surface urater
contamination has also been documented.

In May I contacted Steve Yekish with the Arny Corps, who said the nllitary isunlikely to give the Truax site a high ranking or additional funding in tire
foreseeable future. The site has been ranked as high priority by tf,e SouthernDistrict groundwater committee.
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Spills - Dane Gounty

State of Wisconsin



To: Joe Bruca - July 25, 1989

Posslble optlons to address the.slte lnclude:

t-. RCRA vlolation enforcenent. No approval was glven by Southern Dlstrlct
staff for use of waste fuels and solvents in fire training. No sauple
data Ls avallabLe, although the flqrnmablllty of Jet fuel seens obvlous.

2. Superfturd program follow up: Ttre Department of Defense gave the sLte an
HRS of 35.59.

3. Spllls follow-up: Thls nay be the cl-earest auchorlty. Any Departnental
requlrenents, however, are likely to become snarled in negotlatlons
anong the various responslble partles, as well as the usual
entanglements of deallng wlth unlts of government.

To date no fo:cmal response has been made to eLther the PEER r€port or ttre
Envirodlme Report.
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FIGURE 3- 1

Potential Sources of Contamination Truax Field

Madison, Wisconsin
i
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