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Burgess gets
press award

State Journal staff

Jim Burgess, president of Madison
Newspapers Inc. and publisher of the Wis-
consin State Journal, has received the In-
land Press Association’s 1992 Distin-
guished Service Award.

The award is presented to people who
have demonstrated consistent dedication
to Inland — the nation’s oldest press as-
sociation — its newspapers and its mem-
bers’ communities.

Burgess was Inland president in 1983.
He has also been a director of the Associ-
ated Press and is presently president of
the Wisconsin Newspaper Association.

In announcing the
award.Monday at In-
land’s 107th annual
meeting in Chicago, In-
land officials noted

tion’s first strategic
planning effort, as well
as his efforts to estab-
lish the major founda-
tion fund drive that
supported the acquisition of the Inland
Press Center building.

Also receiving the Distinguished Ser-
vice Award were: John Lavine, director of
the Newspaper Management Center at
Northwestern University, Evanston, Ill.,
and J. Roger Grier, former vice president
of Hearst Newspapers, now an indepen-
dent newspaper consultant.

PEOPLE/REGIONAL

Support helps
ease the pain

Brian Messman, 16, continues to re-
cover from a June 26 auto accident that
cost the lives of two of his friends.

So do his parents, Rick and Susie Mess-
man, 5006 Woodburn Drive. The accident
that left Brian disabled and killed his
friends, Jason Muenzel, Neenah, and Mich-
ael Milner, Menasha, happened while the
youths were at a United Methodist Church
Bible camp in Waushara County.

““This has been a tragedy, but we all be-
lieve that, somehow, God has a plan for
good to come from all of this,” Susie Mess-
man explained.

Burgess

“Things like this just
happen. God doesn't will
for them to happen. But
we know that God is in
this with us.”

The Messmans are

/| members of High Point
Church and Susie Mess-
WILLIAM man said support from
WINEKE the church staff and fel-
ea— 0w members — as well
as from friends through-
out the community — has been over-
whelming.

For elample many of Brian’s friends
from the church wore buttons with Brian's
photo when they went on a church mission
project to build a school for the deaf in Ja-
maica late in the summer. Brian had been
scheduled to go but was then and is still
spending his days in physical rehabilita-
tion programs at University Hospital
Rehabilitation will last at least three
months, his mother says.

“His spirit is very good and he very
much hopes to return to his classes at
West High School in November.”

She said her son carries a full load of
classes, receiving instruction by videotape
and audiotape and attending some classes
in the hospital. Student friends tutor him.

In the meantime, a fund to assist in
meeting the costs of Brian's recovery has
been established at the First Business
Bank, 406 Science Drive. The First United
Methodist Church, 203 Wisconsin Ave., has
aiso established a fund.

Susie Messman said her family does not
yet know what costs insurance will cover.
She said Brian will need special equip-
ment to enable him to participate fully in
his studies this fall because injuries to his
spinal column have left him disabled

Wineke covers religion and medicine
for the State Journal. Telephone: 252-6146.

Oconomowoc, in Waukesha County, is a
name derived from the Winnebago Indian
word coo-no-mo-wauk, which means
“waterfall,” “place where the river falls”
or “river of lakes.” The latter term is said
to refer to the string of lakes that are
joined by the Oconomowoc River

‘Source: “Romance of Wisconsin Place Names"”
by Rovert 'd and L.G. Sorden
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Jail awai

By Richard W. Jaeger
Wisconsin State Journal

You could see the pain on
Judge Daniel Moeser’s face as he
pondered the sentence he was
going to hand down to the young
man sitting in front of him Mon-
day afternoon.

The Dane County jurist has
sentenced many a young criminal
before, but this one, he said, both-
ered him. This young criminal had
“ability and potential,” Moeser
said.

As he looked across his bench
at Darnell Richmond, 18, of 2427
Sommerset Circle, who was con-
victed of possessing crack cocaine
with intent to sell, Moeser ex-
pressed some of that anguish.

“You had the ability ... you

had good grades, and the potential
as an outstanding athlete. You had
the abllny to make it in this

hung his head as Moeser spoke.
Moeser, reading from a presen-
tence report compiled by the

Moeser asked Richmond'’s law-
yer, Wendy Nora, if he denied sell-
ing crack cocaine as he had in the

world,” Moeser told
who sat with his shoulders
hunched in his athletic jacket.
“For whatever reason, you
chose to be a drug dealer ... you
chose to prey on other kids in your
neighborhood when, in fact, you
could have been a role model and
helped them get out of the use of
drugs,” Moeser continued.
“There aren't any 25-year-old
crack dealers. They all are either
dead or in prison,” Moeser said,
looking directly at Richmond.
“You have your choice here.”
The former football defensive
back, track star and basketball
guard at Memorial High School

state, said had received
lots of support from others.

“You even had someone at Me-
morial watching over you, and it
didn’t help,” Moeser said, noting
that one of Richmond’s coaches,
Sonny Parker, had taken the
young athlete to live with his
family.

That report, Moeser said, also
claimed that most of Richmond’s
problems stemmed from his home
life. It said his mother used and
dealt crack cocaine out of her
home. Richmond’s mother, who
sat in the front row of the court-
room, loudly denied those accusa-
tions.

p report

She said “no,” but continued to
argue that the two rocks of erack
found on Richmond “were not a
large amount” and that he was not
dealing to “all” the people police
had seen him with on the night he
was arrested.

Richmond was arrested in
April on the drug charges and
freed on bond pending his sentenc-
ing. He was arrested again this
month, accused of shooting at a
man following an argument at
Sommerset Circle Sept. 13. The
man told police Richmond shot at
him twice with a 22-caliber weap-
on, but he was not hurt in the inci-

ts promising teen

dent.

Richmond is scheduled for a
preliminary hearing on charges of
reckless endangerment.

Moeser said he was not Lllin‘
into consideration the
charge when he placed Rlchmm\d
on five years' probation and ord-
ered him to serve one year in
Dane County Jail and pay some
$1,880 in fines and court costs.

That sentence was fourth down
and 15 years for the former foot-
ball star, Moeser reminded, noting
that if Richmond violates his five
years of probation, he faces the
maximum of 15 years in prison.

Assistant Dane County District
Attorney Amy Smith had asked
that Richmond be sentenced to
four years in prison.

No use crying

Edgewood High School juniors Jason Konop, left, and Chris Cono-
han wipe up spilled milk in a kindergarten classroom at

Child Development Inc. The two were among 60

dents participating Monday in Youth Services Day, sponsored by

Edgewood stu-

State Journal photo/CAROLYN PFLASTERER

the United Way of Dane County, the Madison Urban Ministry and
Edgewood. Students volunteered their time Monday to help at vari-
ous tasks for a number of organizations in Madison, from painting
and gardening to helping out with senior citizens' activities.

Dahmer mention dropped from poll

By Jeff Mayers
State government reporter

The manager of Republican Bob Kas-
ten'’s US. Senate re-election campaign
refused Monday to apologize for campaign-
sanctioned voter calls trying to link mass
murderer Jeffrey Dahmer to Democratic
opponent Russ Feingold

Campaign manager Paul Welday and
Kasten said Dahmer’s name had been re-
moved from a survey firm's sript by Sun-
day morning, but that the rest of the sur-
vey had continued until Monday.

Welday said he was responsible for put-
ting Dahmer’s name in the script.

“I didn't know it was going on,” said
Kasten, claiming he had the name deleted
as soon as he found out about it Saturday
night.

“Kasten’s just trying to distance himself
from this thing,” said Feingold campaign
director Bob Decheine, who demanded the
apology to voters and to Dahmer’s victims.

Decheine charged the Dahmer calls con-
tinued Monday despite Kasten's request

“I'm saying it absolutely stopped Sun-

day,” answered Welday, guessing the con-

tinuing complaints to the Feingold cam-
paign were from people asked similar sur-
vey questions without Dahmer’s name.
“There’s nothing to apologize for,” said
Welday, who charged Feingold with trying
to create a diversionary “straw man.
“They want to shift the issue from Russ
Feingold's (soft) record on crime,” Welday

said.

He added that the campaign may have
the Milwaukee-based National Research
Center do more calling — minus Dahmer’s
name — to guide campaign decisions on
what themes are playing with likely voters.

In fact, Welday said, results of the sur-
vey showed undecided voters more con-
cerned about taxes than crime. “They still
care about crime,” he added.

The Kasten campaign introduced a tele-
vision ad Monday that features Wisconsin
residents expressing doubts about Fein-
gold's proposed tax increases. The cam-
paign also will continue to run its contro-
versial crime ad that portrays Feingold as
soft on crime because he voted against a
tough sentencing bill.

Feingold said he voted for a different
version of the “life means life” bill.

The Feingold campaign said the four-
day Kasten telephone survey and Friday
night's introduction of the “Halloween kili-
er” amounted to more dirty campaigning
from the politician who has earned a repu-
tation for it

In a Friday TV debate, Kasten had at
tempted to link Feingold to “Halloween
killer” Gerald Turner Jr., now paroled

Feingold likened Friday night’s event to
Republicans’ use of Willie Horton in the
1988 presidential race. Horton, furloughed
from a Massachusetts prison under a pro-
gram developed by then-Gov. Michael
Dukakis, the Democratic presidential
nominee, went on a murder-and-rape spree
that was exploited by opponent George
Bush in TV ads.

Feingold said the use of Dahmer’s name
was “one of the most despicable things a
Wisconsin politician has ever done.”

“You cannot avoid a vote by calling it a
negative campaign,” Kasten said Monday
while campaigning in Wausau. “He's not
talking about the issues.”

W Kasten unveils crime ad/5D
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Dueling
in sight
By Marv Balousek

City-county reporter

In an office on Madison’s far West Side,
number crunchers have been hard at work
for the last few weeks preparing a Dane
County budget.

This is not the official budget intro-
duced two weeks ago by County Executive
Richard Phelps, but an alternative one
prepared by his election opponent Greg
LaFond.

LaFond’s alternative 1993 budget may
be more than just a practice exercise. He
said a group of county supervisors will in-
troduce the budget this week.

With a conservative majority on the
County Board, it's not inconceivable that
the board may substitute LaFond’s budget
for Phelps’ and send the substitute back to
the county executive for vetoes.

For a county executive candidate to
prepare an alternative budget is unprece-
dented. It would be even more unusual for
a county budget prepared by an unelected
candidate to become official

LaFond said he prepared the alterna-
tive budget at the urging of supervisors un
happy with Phelps’ philosophy.

“The goal was to hold lhe alternative
budget to no levy increase,” LaFond said
“That allows for real property tax relief.”

Phelps says he has provided about $7
million in property tax relief by buying
down the tax rate from $4.86 per $1,000 as-
sessed valuation three years ago to $4.45 in
1991, $4.41 this year and $4.33 in 1993,

The $7 million represents the amount
that would have been collected if the rate
had remained at the highest level

But under Phelps’ scenario, the amount
of taxes paid rises because of increased as-
sessment. The total tax levy — the actual
amount collected from county taxpayers
— also has gone up every year but one. It
went down by $500,000 in 1991

LaFond said the alternative budget
would reduce the tax rate to $4.10 in order
to freeze the tax levy at this year's level of
$55 million. Despite that $3 million cut in
Phelps’ proposed budget, LaFond said his
budget includes several initiatives:

@ Borrowing money to build an office
building for agriculture-related agencies
at the proposed World Dairy Center on
Madison’s East Side.

® Building a parking ramp at the Dane
County Regional Airport next year.

@ Strengthening public safety agencies,
including more positions for the sheriff’s
department. Phelps’ budget included 23
new positions for jail staffing although
Sheriff Richard Raemisch requested about
100 new positions.

LaFond said the county can get the
money for these programs by redistribu-
tion. Although Phelps' budget reduced
spending for general assistance, LaFond
said, Phelps didn't propose a reduction in
administrative costs for the program. He
said administrative costs total about $25
million in the Human Services Depart-
ment’s $105 million budget

Environmentalist backs Wright center

By Marv Balousek for

the county's green space

equately studied, it could be detri-

ing & Associates, was contracted

City-county reporter

A leading Madison environmen-
talist Monday night expressed
strong support for the proposed
Monona Terrace Convention Cen-
ter.

At a public hearing on the proj-
ect’s environmental impact state-
ment, Caryl Terrell said the proj-
ect could serve as a model for
controlling storm water drainage
and non-point source pollution.

Other speakers at the hearing,
however, criticized the environ-
mental impact statement, saying
the project could damage fish
habitat.

Terrell, longtime head of the
local Sierra Club and an advocate

preservation plan, also chaired
the committee that supervised
preparation of the environmental
impact statement. She is a mem-
ber of the city Plan Commission.

“I'm quite excited that such a
building might be added to the
Downtown area,” she said. “Many
of my concerns as an environmen-
talist could be met by building
Monona Terrace.”

She said the project could en-
courage compact  development
and reduce urban sprawl outside
the city. The project and other
Downtown development could
also promote use of mass transit,
Terrell said.

The $63.5 million center would

‘I'm quite excited that
such a building might be
added to the Downtown
area.'

Caryl Terrell
—————————

serve as a “link between the city
and the lake,” she said
Some  speakers, however,

weren't as enthusiastic as Terrell
about the center’s potential envi-
ronmental benefits.

Donald Hammes, representing
the Dane County Conservation
League, said his group opposes the
center because its impact on the
lake and shoreline hasn't been ad-

mental to fish habitat, and it prob-
ably will encourage more develop-
ment along the lake shore. “The
costs for this project are too
high,” he said. “Not the economic
costs, but the costs of enjoying the
lake and lake shore.

Before the hearing, a repre-
sentative of Woodward-Clyde Con-
sultants, of Middleton, announced
the firm will accept no further
work on the proposed convention
center

The action came after conflict-
of-interest charges were leveled
against the firm, which compiled
the environmental impact state-

ment
Another firm, EWI Engineer-

last spring by Taliesin Associates
to do test borings on the site. The
engineering firm was acquired
earlier this year by Woodward-
Clyde. James Bachhuber, a proj-
ect scientist with Woodward-
Clyde, assured those at the hear-
ing that the earlier connection to
the project had no effect on
preparing the environmental im-
pact statement.

“I do believe it's an objective
document,” he said. “It wouldn’t
do our company any good to com-
promise our integrity on this.”

Woodward-Clyde is an interna-
tional environmental firm with
about 2,500 employees.
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