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Joe,
Could you review my response for accuracy?  I am not sure about the “review results” line of this resolution.  I do not want this
taskforce as it appears to me that we are already doing everything asked in this resolution and it sends a message that we
(PHMDC) are concerned about the health impact of these contaminants, and we are not.  We also do have $15,000 to throw
around. 
 
After you take a look at this, I will send to the whole group on the email.  Thank you.
 
Doug

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Task Force be staffed by Public Health Madison and Dane County
(PHMDC), with the assistance of other City staff, including specifically the Madison Water Utility, as
determined by PHMDC. PHMDC has reviewed documentation, research studies, other states and PHMDC
has made a statement that the levels we are seeing in well 15 are not a health concern; therefore, if PHMDC
is taksed with running this task force, it is sending a message that we feel it is a problem that needs to be
addressed vs the message that we are trying to send that these levels are NOT a concern.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that that the Task Force is to do the following:

Analyze options for protecting the population served by Well 15 (and other possible wells) from PFAS
contamination of the drinking water, including shutting down the well, providing health advisories to
households with infants and young children, establishing an outreach program throughout the Well 15
service area, establishing a local action level for mitigation at city wells, remediation at the well or home
filters.  The health advisories that we are basing our message on is set to be inclusive of infants. These
studies use the most vulnerable to establish the limits and then add a safety factor. The levels at well
15 are not approaching any of the levels established by the EPA, ATSDR and several other states
Review results of a more comprehensive testing program for PFAS at all MWU wells. The WU has
already agreed to conduct more testing at well 15 and potentially all wells in the city.
Develop recommendations to WDNR of an enforceable state standard for drinking water for PFAS. We
are in constant communication with both WDHS and WDNR concerning the absence of a state
standard. They are continuing to move forward with setting a standard for these contaminates. They
are the only one with authority to establish drinking water standards in Wisconsin. PHMDC is working
on the external advisory group regarding PFAS standards.
Analyze potential effects of PFAS contamination on surface waters, including specifically Starkweather
Creek and Lake Monona, and adopt a local PFAS specific "fish advisory," based on available
evidence. Fish testing has been secured and will be completed by the WDNR in the spring of
2019. Based on these results, PHMDC may adjust fish advisories to account for the potential PFAS fish
contamination. The DNR is also planning on some surface water testing and the NGB is also planning
on some surface water testing.



Confer with agencies and organizations in other states that have responded to elevated levels of PFAS
in their water supply about their experiences, best practices and responses. Jeff Lafferty has already
completed this action.
Analyze the potential role of the Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District in broadcasting PFAS in its
fertilizer operations and into the private water wells and city aquifers. We will make contact and inquire
about this issue.
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Katie,
I have shared this with Joe, but not the whole group.  For the reasons explained on the attachment, I do not feel that this is
needed, and we do not have the money.  I would like to push back on this request, but want to discuss with you prior to sending
a message to all concerned and insure that the Mayor is onboard.  Thank you
 
Douglas Voegeli   |   Director of Environmental Health   |   dvoegeli@publichealthmdc.com
Public Health Madison & Dane County   |   2300 S. Park St., Room 2022, Madison, WI 53713
Phone: (608) 243-0360   |   Fax: (608) 266-4858   |   Facebook   |   Twitter

 
Healthy People. Healthy Places.
 
It is important to us to protect your confidential information.  Please be aware that emails sent or received by Public Health-Madison & Dane
County employees are subject to open records requests and can be released to the public, unless there is an exception allowed by law.  Thus, we do
not discuss your confidential information over email.  We will gladly talk to you over the phone instead. 
 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Task Force be staffed by Public Health Madison and Dane County
(PHMDC), with the assistance of other City staff, including specifically the Madison Water Utility, as
determined by PHMDC. PHMDC has reviewed documentation, research studies, other states and PHMDC
has made a statement that the levels we are seeing in well 15 are not a health concern; therefore, if PHMDC
is tasked with running this task force, it is sending a message that we feel it is a problem that needs to be
addressed vs the message that we are trying to send that these levels are NOT a concern.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that that the Task Force is to do the following:

Analyze options for protecting the population served by Well 15 (and other possible wells) from PFAS
contamination of the drinking water, including shutting down the well, providing health advisories to
households with infants and young children, establishing an outreach program throughout the Well 15
service area, establishing a local action level for mitigation at city wells, remediation at the well or home
filters.  The health advisories that we are basing our message on is set to be inclusive of infants. These
studies use the most vulnerable to establish the limits and then add a safety factor. The levels at well
15 are not approaching any of the levels established by the EPA, ATSDR and several other states
Review results of a more comprehensive testing program for PFAS at all MWU wells. The WU has
already agreed to conduct more testing at well 15 and potentially all wells in the city.
Develop recommendations to WDNR of an enforceable state standard for drinking water for PFAS. We
are in constant communication with both WDHS and WDNR concerning the absence of a state
standard. They are continuing to move forward with setting a standard for these contaminates. They
are the only one with authority to establish drinking water standards in Wisconsin. PHMDC is working
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on the external advisory group regarding PFAS standards.
Analyze potential effects of PFAS contamination on surface waters, including specifically Starkweather
Creek and Lake Monona, and adopt a local PFAS specific "fish advisory," based on available
evidence. Fish testing has been secured and will be completed by the WDNR in the spring of
2019. Based on these results, PHMDC may adjust fish advisories to account for the potential PFAS fish
contamination. The DNR is also planning on some surface water testing and the NGB is also planning
on some surface water testing.
Confer with agencies and organizations in other states that have responded to elevated levels of PFAS
in their water supply about their experiences, best practices and responses. Jeff Lafferty has already
completed this action.
Analyze the potential role of the Madison Metropolitan Sewerage District in broadcasting PFAS in its
fertilizer operations and into the private water wells and city aquifers. We will make contact and inquire
about this issue.
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