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One big happy family
Experts say that we a!! shared one common ancestor. IN DEPTH A7

'ALTARED' 
STATE OF MIND

Pastor Patrick Raymond of 
Madison is devoting himself 
to studying, creating and 
teaching about home altars.
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Madison Pride event w ill emphasize 
gay and lesbian couples and their children

Rally to focus on families
By JASON STEIN

jsteinOmadison.com 
608 252-6129

Madison attorney Leslie Shear went 
to gay pride rallies in her youth, and 
today she speaks out at events about 
the effects a proposed state constitu­
tional amendment would have on gay 
and lesbian families like hers.

Although she s looking to go to the 
Madison Pride event being held next 
weekend, Shear said she s more reluc­
tant about her and her partner taking 
their twin 8-year-olds.

“To the extent that I ve been at 
pride events in the past, there is more 
sexual suggestion than I want to intro­
duce them to,” said Shear, 46, who

Please see RALLY, Page A4

lf you go

• What: Madison Pride
• When: From noon to 6 
p.m. Saturday, July 8, and 
Sunday, July 9.
• Where: Brittingham Park
• Cost: $5 on Saturday, free 
on Sunday
• For more information, go 
to www.madi5onpride.org 
or contact Outreach at 
608-255-8582
• Parade: The gay pride 
parade will start at noon 
Sunday and go from 
Proudfit Street to 
Brittingham Park. A map of 
the route is available on the 
Website.

Fight over gay marriage 
amendment w ill be big

By JASON STEIN
jsteinOmadison.com 

608 252-6129

Except for the governor’s race, 
the biggest campaign for this No­
vember may not be for a candi­
date or office at all.

The fight over whether to write a 
ban on gay marriage and civil 
unions into the Wisconsin Consti­
tution is already shaping up to be 
one of the biggest ever in any 
state.

Both sides are opening offices 
around the state, have pulled in 
thousands of volunteers to canvas 
neighborhoods and given signs 
that they could unleash a torrent 
of TV ads this fall with as much as 
several m illion  dollars in 
combined donations.

“I think it s fair to say that (the 
ban’s opponents in Wisconsin) are 
leaps and bounds above any or­
ganization in any other state that

Please see FIGHT, Page A4

Woman 
diagnosed 
with high 
manganese
Health director says 
city water probably 
isn’t the cause

By RON SEELY
rseelyOmadison.com

608-252-6131

For 76-year-old Alice Speth, manganese has 
become something more than a pesky mineral 
in the city’s water mains.

Speth was recently diagnosed with elevated 
manganese levels and her doctors suspect the 
finding could account for numerous physical 
problems she has struggled with in recent 
months.

Walking is painful and difficult for her and 
she s taken to using a walker. Her hands shake.
Her fingers and 
m outh  are 
numb.

“I never had 
tremors be­
fore,” Speth 
said last week.
"And I ’ve lost 
my equilibrium.
I felt like I was
getting off a ship all the time. And I used to be 
able to knit. I was one of those women who al­
ways carried her knitting around with her.”

Speth was diagnosed with elevated manga­
nese in April and is now being treated by a neu­
rologist at UW Hospital.

While Speth is convinced that her condition is 
from drinking contaminated city water, her phy­
sicians are less certain.

And city health officials say it is unlikely that 
Speth could have been exposed to enough man­
ganese in the drinking water to account for her 
condition.

"The only real fact we have is that she has 
high levels of manganese,” said Dr. Benjamin 
Brooks, Speth’s neurologist at UW Hospital. 
“Where it’s coming from, we don’t know for 
sure.”

WHO TO CALL

Call the Madison-Dane 
County Health Department at 
266-4821 if you're worried 
that you have been exposed 
to too much manganese.

Complained about water
Brooks said he is in the process of interview­

ing Speth about her diet and about any medica­
tions or vitamins that might be the source of the 
excessive manganese. But he added that expo­
sure to manganese in drinking water also re­
mains a possibility'.

Please see WATER, Page A6
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How  not 
to ruin 

a wedding
Dearly Beloved, when 

you gather to witness the 
holy estate of marriage, 
honor the bride and 
groom by keeping your 
i^outh and cell phone 
snapped shut during the 
ceremony and bearing in 
mind that the couple’s 
parents, grandparents and 
clergyman are listening to 
your toast at the 
reception.

A sleeveless T-shirt and a ball 
cap isn't proper attire for a 
wedding. And leave the decora­
tions alone.

There are more ways to 
mar wedding memories 
through boorish behavior, 
so we’re offering a 
refresher course in 
wedding etiquette in 
Daybreak. And we’re 
trusting our beloved 
readers are among the 60 
percent of wedding 
invitees who send gifts 
even when they can’t 
attend.
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Partly cloudy, 
early t-storms

DETAILS ON BACK OF LOCAL

Many black men feel pressure to look gende
State Journal staff and wire report

Ken Haynes tries not to 
frighten other bicycle riders in 
the early morning when he 
pedals through the UW Arbore­
tum.

He’s 6 feet 4 and weighs 290 
pounds. And he’s a black man.

" I’ve always been very con­
scious of not making people 
fearful,” he said. “I don’t know 
where that comes from.”

Are white people really afraid 
of him? “I don’t know. You’d 
have to ask them,” said Haynes, 
who’s an executive assistant to 
Dane County Executive Kath­
leen Falk.

Every day, black men con­
sciously work to offset stereo­
types about them — that they

T ve  always been very conscious of not 
making people fearful. I don't know 
where that comes from."

KEN HAYNES
executive assistant to Dane County Executive

Kathleen Falk

are dangerous, aggressive, 
angry. Some smile a lot, dress 
conservatively and speak with 
deference: "Yes, sir,” or “No, 
ma’am.” They are mindful of 
their bodies, careful not to dart 
into closing elevators or stand 
too close in grocery stores.

It's all about surviving, and 
trying to thrive, in a nation 
where biased views of black 
men stubbornly hang on dec­
ades after segregation and

where statistics show a yawn­
ing gap between the lives of 
white men and black men. 
Black men’s median wages are 
barely three-fourths those of 
whites; nearly I in 3 black men 
will spend time behind bars; 
and, on average, black men die 
six years earlier than whites.

Sure, everyone has ways of 
coping with other people’s per­
ceptions: Who acts the same at 
work as they do with their kids,

or their high school friends?
But for black men, there s 

more at stake. If they don’t 
carefully calculate how to han­
dle everyday situations — in 
ways that usually go unnoticed 
— they can end up out of a job, 
in jail or dead.

“It’s a stressful process,” said 
Keith Borders of Mason, Ohio. 
He’s black, 6 feet 7, a garrulous 
lawyer who gestures with his 
hands. “I have a very keen 
sense of my size and how i 
communicate,” says Borders. “I 
end up putting my hands in my 
pockets or behind me. I stand 
with my feet closer together. 
With my feet spread out, it 
looks like I ’m taking a stance. 
And I use a softer voice.”

Please see GENTLE, Page A6
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LEAH L. JONES — State Journal
Patti Thompson, left and her partner, Lynette Margulies, watch as their son, Jeremy Margulies, 6, practices tee ball at their Madison home. The trio will 
be marching in the Madison Pride parade with other gay and lesbian families next Sunday.
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Steadfast in identity
In Dane County, black men 

are painfully familiar with ste­
reotyped reactions. But they’re 
steadfast in their identity, re­
gardless of how they're per­
ceived.

“I don’t dress to please any­
body but myself,” said Richard 
Davis, a UW-Madison professor 
of music and a renowned bass 
player. “It’s not my problem, 
it’s theirs.”

He teaches courses that try 
to combat racism, or what he 
calls racial conditioning, by ad­
dressing the roots of stereo­
types, assumptions and 
rationalizations based on race.

Madison likes to think it’s a 
liberal place, Davis said, but it’s 
not. “Racial profiling exists, it 
exists on State Street. I can tell 
because I am a person of color. 
I am very sensitive to knowing 
when people are not comfort­
able around me.”

Madison School Board Pres­
ident Johnny Winston Jr., who 
is black, always wears a suit 
and tie at board meetings. He

has two reasons. First of all, 
there’s respect for the position.

"Number two, people will 
respect me more on how I ’m 
dressed,” Winston said. “One of 
the first things people do see is 
your race. Then they look at the 
clothing and they don’t see this 
person as a threat.”

He often visits schools 
where people don’t recognize 
him.

"They say ‘ccm I help you?’ 
but it’s not really can I help 
you?’ It’s ‘I want to identify 
you,’ ” he said.

Water
Continued from Page A1

Speth said she eliminated 
several foods known to contain 
manganese from her diet and 
does not take vitamins or other 
dietary supplements that might 
harbor the mineral.

She has lived in an apart­
ment in the Meriter Retirement 
Community at 110 S. Henry St. 
for about 2 1/2 years and has 
registered complaints with the 
Madison Water Utility and the 
Madison-Dane County Health 
Department about her water 
there being discolored and 
containing the black flakes in­
dicative of high manganese lev­
els.

Before moving to Meriter, 
Speth lived for four years in an­
other apartment on the Isth­
mus where she said her water 
was also frequently discolored. 
Both that apartment and the 
Meriter Retirement Community 
have received water from well 
No. 3, one of the city wells that 
has tested high for manganese.

But John Hausbeck, an epi­
demiologist with the Madison- 
Dane County Health Depart­
ment said that in December of 
2CX35 and January of 2006, 
water at the Meriter retirement 
apartments was tested in re­
sponse to Speth’s complaints 
and found to have relatively 
low levels of manganese.

A drinking fountain in the 
building tested at 14 parts per 
billion and water from a faucet 
in an apartment tested at 25 
ppb. Tne federal Environ­
mental Protection Agency sets 
advisory standards for manga­
nese of 50 ppb for aesthetics 
and 300 ppb as a recom­
mended lifetime health stan­
dard.

Speth’s is at least the second 
definitive case of manganese 
poisoning to surface in Madi­
son in the past couple of years.

In September 2005, a pedia­
trician with Associated Physi­
cians reported to the city that 
one of her patients, a 17-year- 
old resident of Nakoma, had 
tested high for manganese and 
had symptoms of manganese 
toxicity.

Nakoma is served by well 
No. IO, where manganese has 
also been a problem.

Dr. Thomas Schlenker, direc­
tor of the Madison-Dane 
County Health Department, 
said he recently received a call 
from a physician with a patient 
who tested high for manga­
nese. Schlenker said the patient 
is being tested a second time.

The call from the physician 
was the first Schlenker has re­
ceived from a Madison doctor 
concerning elevated manga­
nese levels in a patient

Such cases are of interest be­
cause of the city’s recent strug­
gles with high levels of 
manganese in three city wells, 
in many water mains, and in 
some homes.

Altho ugli manganese is natu­
rally occurring and is a neces­

sary part of a healthy diet, too 
much of the mineral has been 
shown to cause neurological 
ailments with symptoms simi­
lar to Parkinson’s disease.

The Madison Water Utility 
has embarked on a citywide, 
high-velocity flushing program 
to cleanse pipes of the mineral, 
which settles in the bottom of 
mains and can be knocked 
loose by disturbances such as 
water main breaks.

Most susceptible to manga­
nese poisoning are people with 
liver problems, who can’t prop­
erly process the mineral, and 
infants up to six months old, 
who may be drinking formula 
that already contains high lev­
els of manganese.

Schlenker issued health advi­
sories for both groups, recom­
mending against their using tap 
water while mains are being 
flushed in problem neighbor­
hoods.

Schlenker said last week he is 
skeptical, because of informa­
tion available in the scientific 
literature, that anyone in Madi­
son has been exposed to 
enough manganese over a long 
enough period of time to cause 
illness. That research, he said, 
suggests that to get sick from 
manganese, an individual 
would have to be exposed to 
manganese in drinking water at 
levels of 1,000 ppb or greater 
for at least two years.

It is unlikely, Schlenker said, 
that anyone in Madison would 
drink enough water to be 
chronically exposed, first be­
cause levels of manganese in 
most areas of the city have not 
been beyond the advisory 
health standard and also be­
cause water that would pose a 
threat would most likely be dis­
colored.

“It’s possible,” Schlenker said 
of the likelihood of chronic ex­
posure. "But I think it is un­
likely.”

Vaporized manganese
Schlenker said he has been 

unimpressed by recent re­
search that raised the possibil­
ity of chronic exposure to 
vaporized manganese from 
showering and at levels lower 
than those that are currently 
thought to pose a threat.

That research came from 
John Spangler, an associate 
professor of family medicine at 
the Wake Forest University 
School of Medicine.

In this research, Spangler ex­
posed rats to high levels of va­
porized manganese and 
afterward found elevated levels 
of manganese in the rats’ 
brains. He then used that data 
to calculate human exposure to 
manganese during showering.

The calculations showed 
that after ten years of shower­
ing in manganese- 
contaminated water, children 
would be exposed to doses of 
manganese three times higher 
than doses that resulted in 
manganese deposits in the 
brains of rats.

Adults, according to Span­

gler’s extrapolated data, would 
be exposed to doses 50 percent 
higher than the rodents.

The research showed, 
according to Spangler, that ex­
posure at levels lower than the 
EPA’s recommended safe levels 
could potentially cause brain 
injury.

But Schlenker called the re­
search "highly artificial.” He 
said that in order to be exposed 
at the levels used in Spangler’s 
study, people would have to 
shower in water that is nearly 
black. He also said Spangler’s 
extrapolation of data from rats 
to humans was suspect.

"I think this is very, very far 
removed from having anything 
to say about human health, 
Schlenker said.

Spangler agreed that his 
work is theoretical, based on 
animal data and has so far not 
been tested in humans. But he 
said there is also other data 
surfacing from other research 
projects that raises the same 
possibility — that perhaps ill ef­
fects from exposure to manga­
nese can happen at lower levels 
than were previously suspect.

“The verdict is still a little bit 
out on this one,” Spangler said. 
“However, more and more evi­
dence is showing that manga­
nese is not as harmless as we 
previously believed.”

Surveillance form
Still, people such as Speth 

remain concerned about their 
possible exposure to manga­
nese in Madisons water. Haus­
beck said he fields between five 
and seven calls a week from 
residents with concerns about 
their drinking water and health 
problems.

Despite the concern — and 
the cases of manganese toxicity 
that have arisen — Schlenker 
said an ambitious screening 
program for more patients with 
elevated manganese would not 
be a good idea. Such screening 
efforts are controversial in the 
field of public health, he added, 
because testing, especially for a 
mineral such as manganese, 
can be suspect.

“You could identify people 
incorrectly,” Schlenker said, 
“and potentially lead them 
down a long road of useless 
medical workups.”

Still, he added, it is a good 
thing for doctors to be aware of 
the manganese situation. He 
said he has sent all clinics and 
hospitals in the city informa­
tion about the manganese 
health advisories at least twice, 
along with his contact informa­
tion.

In addition, Schlenker said, 
he has created a surveillance 
form that anyone calling with 
concerns is being asked to 
complete. The form seeks infor­
mation about manganese expo­
sure, including water use and 
dietary and medical informa­
tion.

“With that,” Schlenker said, 
“we should be able to do a 
good job of analyzing each 
concern.”

'Able to shift'
Melissa Harris Lacewell, a 

political scientist at the Univer­
sity of Chicago, says learning to 
adapt is at the heart of being an 
American black male.

“Most black men are able to 
shift from a sort of relaxed, au­
thentically black pose into a re­
spectable black man pose. 
Either they develop the dexter­
ity to move back and forth or 
ultimately they flounder.”

It’s a lot like a game of 
chess, says 43-year-old Chester 
Williams, who owns Chester 
Electric in New Orleans. He has 
taught his three sons, ages 16, 
14 and ll,  to play.

“The rules of the game are 
universal: White moves first, 
then black moves,” he said. 
"Black has to respond to the 
moves that the whites make. 
You take the advantage when 
it’s available.”

Conscious decisions
Darrell Bazzell, a vice chan­

cellor at UW-Madison and 
president of IOO Black Men of 
Madison, said he’s made a con­
scious decision not to dress up 
on casual occasions to impress 
people.

He tries not to lash out in 
anger or frustration when he 
confronts face-to-face racism 
and shares that message as a 
mentor to young black men.

“I make sure they’re aware 
that these kinds of things 
occur,” he said. “I want them to 
talk to me about them, to help 
them better assess what’s going 
on. Sometimes they’re quick to 
attribute it to racism, and 
sometiir ss it’s not.

“But when it is we talk about 
how they might respond. You 
have to be very thoughtful and 
measured. A very angry man­
ner tends to turn off people.”

Henry Sanders Jr., president 
of the Madison Area Growth 
Network, a civic leadership 
group for young adults, is a 
black man running for the state 
Assembly in the mostly white 
81st District in northern Dane 
County.

"I know I’m always con­
scious about how I present my­
self publicly,” he said. “When 
someone sees me, if I ’m wear­
ing just a T-shirt and jeans, 
they might see me differently 
than if I ’m wearing a dress shirt 
and slacks.”

Voters may see his race first, 
he said, but he believes "they 
don’t care what color you are 
once they know that you are 
competent, that you care. Race 
goes out the window.”

Coping strategies
Historians agree that black 

stereotypes and coping strate­
gies are rooted in Arnerica’s

4™  o f  J u ly

history of slavery and segrega­
tion.

Davis, the music professor, 
won’t use the term "master 
class” for his teaching sessions 
with advanced students be­
cause “that word comes from 
slavery days.” Jay Carrington 
Chunn’s mother taught him 
“how to read ‘Whites Only’ and 
‘Negro Only’ before she taught 
me anything else,” said the 63- 
year-old, who grew up in At­
lanta. "Black parents taught 
you how to react when police 
stopped you, how to respond 
to certain problems, how to act 
in school to get the best grade.”

Twenty years ago, Carol Tay­
lor’s teenage son — now a law­
yer — was mugged twice near 
their Brooklyn home, but police 
officers “treated him like he 
had done the mugging." she 
said. She wrote and self­
published “The Little' Black 
Book: Survival Commandments 
for Black Men” filled with tips 
on how to deal with police: 
keep your hands visible, carry a 
camera, don’t say much but be 
polite.

'Race always matters'
One selective business pro­

gram at historically' black 
Hampton University in Virginia 
directs black men to wear dark, 
conservative suits to class.

Please see GENTLE, Page A8
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patio Blast
SAVE 40% - 60% OFF
This weekend only, you can take 
an Extra l 0% -20% Off all in-stock 
patio furniture, wicker and rattan. 

Big Savings on individual pieces 
as well as complete sets.

Sling Aluminum 
Chaise Lounge

Sale *312

Replacement Cushion Sale
Choose from a wide range 

of sizes and styles in 
weatherproof 

outdoor fabrics.

18* Chair Pad 
Sale *19"

High Back 
Lounge Chair 

Cushion 
Sale *49**

9 * Market umbrella
wood pole / polyester

Sale '239 «

Pacific iron 
Metro Dining

A high back contemporary style 
in heavy mesh wrought iron

5 pc Dining Set with 42- 
table and 4 stack chairs

Sale '395

!*Sun Dance Tempe 
Aluminum Sling

Our best value In aluminum out­
door furniture with powdercoat fin­

ish and weatherproof slings

5 pc Dining Set with 48‘ glass 
table and 4 stackable sling chairs

Sale '612

j a i

H m m

I J \ ll

Chaise Cushion 
Sale *79 "

T h is  W e e k e n d  O n l y !
M e  An
Extra101-20%

Off

Matching 71/2' umbrellas 
Sale '149 •

Pacific iron 
Florence

3 pc Bistro Set

Sals *252

All in-stock Patio, wicker 
and Rattan Furniture.

Prices shown reflect extra discounts 
good through Monday. July 3. 2006

Nauteak Atlantic 
Teak Dining

Our newest collection in solid 
teak construction Sleek and 

graceful design fully stackaoie

5 pc Dining Set with 47- 
table and 4 stackable 

arm chairs

Sale *1695

Royal Carden 
Montego

Cast Aluminum 
Carden Bench

Sale *254

Pacific iron 
Lexington Gilder

sale *176

Pacific iron 
Chaise Lounge 

Sale *176

with wheels ana 
adjustable Deck

Lowest Prices o f  the 
Season-Guaranteed!

Royal Carden 
Loveseat Gilder

Cast aluminum with 
weatherproof slings

Sale *297

Raffles Teak 
Carden Bench
Sale '319

Nauteak Teak 
Andlrondack Chair

Sale *396

Optional Teak 
Footstool

Homecrest 
Palm Bay Sling

Great value in heavy steel 
construction, tailored with 

Oreathaoie fabric slings

5 pc Dining Set with 48- 
table and 4 stack chairs

Sale *905

Royal Garden 
Cast Aluminum

Our best value in hand finished 
cast aluminum unique design 

and fully welded

5 pc Dining set with 42’ 
table and 4 stack chairs

Sale *965

Royal Garden 
Cast Aluminum Sling
Beautiful high back design and 

casting details with hand 
finished marble color

5 pc. Dining Set with 48- 
glass table and 4 arm chairs

sale *832

Winston st. John 
Aluminum Sling

Our highest duality aluminum 
sling collection with heavy 

sled base design

5 pc Dining set with 48- 
table and 4 high back chairs

Sale *1071

Raffles Teak 
wellington Folding

Our new high back chair has a 
5 position reclining back and 

it s completely foldable

5 pc Dining Set with 47’ 
folding table and 

4 reclining arm chairs

Sale *1540

Sale Ends
Monday 6 PM

Store Closed 
Tuesday, July 4

(C h a le t
S K I & P A T IO

5252 Verona Rom! • Madison • 60S-273-4263

W i s c o n s i n  W o l v e s  F o o t b a l l
VV o  i n  o n ’ *  P r o f e » * i o n n l  F o o t b a l l  I

w o m e n s p r o f o o t b a l l  .co

I T 'S  G A  IS/1 E T I M E  !
- T h ree-T ea m  F o o tb a ll S cr im m a g e  - 

W isconsin W olves, Indiana Speed, M innesota Vixen
Saturday July 8, 2006 

2pm 5pm
T ic k e t P u rc h a s e  P r ic e s

*4 A dm ission
Children V & under free with adult 

Concessions available

c V M I .yr W j .1 ,1 ,  m o  t w i n  »M.
Bishop O ’Connor Center 
702 S High Point Rd 
Madison. W I 537ISI

»1
Gametime (a- 7
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Aug. 5 
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W O L V E S  H O M E  F I E L D

 Laf ailette H S.
fussier Stadium 
702 Plaum R d. 
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